
A Layman Called by God
Hans Niel sen Hauge (1771-1824)

n April 3, 1771 a boy was born on a farm named
Hauge in Thune par ish, about sev enty-five
miles south of Oslo, Norway. The first Sunday
af ter Easter, Hans Niel sen Hauge was bap tized
in the nearby state-sup ported Lu theran church.

Be fore his death 53 years later, God used him to
bring a great awak en ing in Norway that, through im mi -
grants, had an im pact in Amer ica as well. Not only did
spiritual re vival oc cur, but his in ven tive mind aided the in -
dus trial de vel op ment of his home land when she was in great
need. 

By the time of Hauge’s call, Nor way had be come a mere 
ap pend age to Den mark’s em pire. Min is ters in Nor way were
pri mar ily Dan ish, ed u cated and or dained in Den mark and
they even preached in Dan ish. Their pol ished ser mons
spoke lit tle to the com mon folk. Their goal was to preach
obe di ence to the reign ing mon arch in Den mark. Af ter all,
they were paid by the gov ern ment. It is said that one Christ -
mas Eve a Lu theran bishop preached a ser mon on the care
and feed ing of cat tle, as it was the only thing rel e vant that he
could find con cern ing Je sus’ birth. There were a few good
theo lo gians and a brief awak en ing oc curred when piet ism
came to the em pire in 1730. The most no ta ble man of that
time was Dr. Erich Pontoppidan, Bishop of Bergen, who
wrote “Ex pla na tion of Lu ther’s Cat e chism.” 

…Dur ing the lat ter half of the cen tury, ra tio nal ism be -
came highly fash ion able among the elite and most clergy as
well. Fifty years of this tra di tion pro duced a dead church
through out Scan di na via. It was in this en vi ron ment that God 
called a lay man. 

The par ents of Hans were deeply religious and fam ily
de vo tions and hymn-sing ing were part of their fam ily life.
One of six chil dren, Hans showed a quiet, se ri ous spirit
while also be ing a very in dus tri ous young man. His fore -
most in ter est was religion. He wrote that from his early
youth, he wres tled with the ques tion, “What does God re -
quire of me?” For a num ber of years he sought to find a sat is -
fac tory an swer through dil i gent study of the Scrip tures,
care ful read ing of Lu ther and Pontoppidan, and ear nest
prayer and reg u lar attendance at wor ship ser vices. By age
20, Hauge had ac quired a re mark ably sound mas tery of Lu -
theran doc trine. But something was miss ing. As yet,
Hauge’s re li gion was cen tered in his head rather than in his
heart. 

Hauge’s spir i tual break-through and call came on April
5, 1796 while plow ing a field on his fa ther’s farm. He later
de scribed his ex pe ri ence: “My heart was so up lifted to God
that I do not know nor can I ex press what re ally took place in 
my soul.  As soon as my senses re turned to nor mal, I re gret -
ted that I had not served the lov ing and all-gra cious God;
now I felt that no worldly thing was of im por tance.  It was a
glory which no tongue can ex press; my soul felt some thing
supernat u ral, di vine and blessed.  …I had a com pletely
trans formed mind, a sor row over all sins, a burn ing de sire
that oth ers should share the same grace, a par tic u lar de sire to 
read the Scrip tures, es pe cially Je sus’ own teach ings, as well
as new light to un derstand them and the teach ings of godly
men; to ward the one goal that Je sus Christ has come to be
our Sav ior, that we should be born again by His Spirit, be
con verted and sanc ti fied more and more in god li ness to
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serve the tri une God alone, in or der
to im prove and pre pare our souls for
the eternal bless ed ness.” 

He did not rush out and be gin
preaching. Hauge first shared with
his fam ily, then some friends, but
strug gled with God as to why He was
not send ing out a min is ter or bishop.
That sum mer and fall he spoke only
to in di vid u als, gain ing a won der ful
in sight into the con di tion of their par -
tic u lar souls which be came the most
out stand ing fea ture of his method of
soul win ning. Dur ing this time he
wrote the first of 33 books in which
he warned his read ers of the dan ger
of a false Chris tian ity which re lies
upon for giveness with out gen u ine re -
pen tance. He also wrote with the in -
ten tion to keep the awakened alert
lest they fall into spir i tual sleep and
care less ness. 

From Jan u ary 1797 to his tenth
and fi nal im pris on ment in 1804,
Hauge trekked over 10,000 miles
back and forth across Nor way vis it -
ing ev ery par ish and ham let.  Spir i -
tual awak en ings broke out as many
saw their lost con di tion and need of
Christ. As the re vival took hold, the
opposition by the clergy mounted.
They used a 1741 law which stated
that no one was to hold pub lic ser -
vices who was not an or dained Lu -
theran pas tor.

Hauge’s fi nal im pris on ment
lasted for ten years and upon his re -
lease, he was broken in health due to
the many dis eases contracted un der
the ter ri ble prison con di tions. But his 
lead er ship in the re li gious movement
con tin ued. Through coun sel ing,
correspondence and the dis tri bu tion
of his books, he ex erted a pro found
in flu ence on the religious life of Nor -
way. 

At the time of his death in March
1824, no man in the coun try oc cu -
pied a more distinguished and be -
loved place in the affections of the
Nor we gian peo ple than this hum ble
lay evan ge list. 
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Why did a lay man suc ceed when even the few ded i cated 
clergy could not? There seems to be seven main reasons: 

1. Hauge’s com mit ment to God. Since Christ had
graciously saved Hauge, he con tin u ally asked the questio:n
“What did Christ as Lord ex pect of him?” He had to obey the 
Scrip tures. 

2. Hauge stud ied those Scrip tures as keenly as any lay -
man could. And he re lied on prayer. 

3. He ex pe ri enced a di rect call from God to be His wit -
ness to his coun try man. 

4. He knew the com mon folk. He was one of them. His
keen ob ser va tion of souls and what they re sponded to al -
lowed him to speak to their hearts. He reached out to in di -
vid u als rather than peo ple in gen eral. His fo cus on sin cere
and gen u ine re pen tance was key to the new life in Christ. 

5. Hauge’s per sonal con vic tions and dedication to his
Lord and Sav ior, Je sus Christ, shown from his heart. Hauge
an swered all hos til ity from com mon folk to sher iffs and
judges in a calm and di rect man ner, al ways show ing re spect
and kind ness. He let Je sus shine through him. 

6. His nu mer ous small books were distributed at low
cost or free. They were not deep theo log i cal works, but they
pre sented God’s Word in a way that touched hearts. As one
theo lo gian said af ter read ing one of his books, “It light ens
and thun ders and spar kles to all sides, as if he had been
hammering a piece of red hot iron.” 

7. Hauge quickly de vel oped a gos pel net of other lay -
man over the whole of Nor way to con tinue the work of
nurturing the folk in true pietistic Lutheranism. 

Dr. Robert Kohl
The Lutheran Ambassador, Oct. 31, 2000

“For who so ever would save his life shall
lose it: and who so ever shall lose his life for

my sake shall find it” (Mat thew 16:25). 

WE said the other day that will ing ness to suf fer was the
se cret of Je sus’ life, not only as the Son of man, but also as
the Son of God. To will to suf fer is the se cret of God’s life, is
the pe cu liarly di vine el e ment in the love of God. 

Suffering is there fore also the se cret of the be liever’s
life. The apos tle who gained the deep est in sight into the
mys tery of the Gos pel of Je sus is the one who knew of no
greater de sire than to share in the suf fer ings of Je sus by the
power of His res ur rec tion. He con sid ered as for tu nate his
friends who were per mit ted not only to be lieve in Christ but
also to suf fer for His sake. 

We of ten won der why we do not grow more than we do

as Chris tians. The an swer, as far as most of us are con cerned, 
is no doubt this: We ac cept the un mer ited grace of God and
use it as a means of add ing to our own well-be ing in stead of
us ing it as a power which will en able us to suf fer with Je sus. 

Let us ac knowl edge this: We are afraid of suf fer ing,
both phys i cal and spir i tual. None of our prayers are so sin -
cere and ear nest as those we pray when we ask God to de -
liver us from ad ver sity, sor row, and suf fer ing. For tu nately,
God does not ful fill all these pe ti tions of ours. 

We are to suf fer and we must suf fer– all of us – in this
world of sin. But sal va tion should en able us to will to suf fer,
for through sal va tion we re ceive the mind of Christ. 

But what shall we do then, we who see daily that we do
not will to suf fer ? 

There is only one thing for us to do:  pray for grace.
First that we may be for given for the sin of not be liev ing in
the Christ who says that it is good to suf fer. 

And then for grace to suf fer. 

Taken from God’s Word for Today by O. Hallesby
Augsburg Publishing House, 1937

Hauge’s Call from God

“As he was plow ing on his fa ther’s farm, he
be gan to sing the hymn “Jesu Din SØte
Forenning a Småke, (Je sus, I Long for Your
Blessed Com mu nion).  Up to this point he had
not reached true spir i tual peace, a gen u ine as -
sur ance of be ing a child of God.  As he sang the
sec ond verse, he saw clearly his own to tal de -
prav ity, the van ity of worldly glory, and Christ
as his only hope, life and stay.  He re al ized by
the means of grace that he had to die to all that
was of self and this world so that the Sav ior liv -
ing in him would be his all-in-all.

He im me di ately sensed a call ing to share
this with oth ers and spoke to his sis ters that
same eve ning, and they im me di ately found
peace with God.  His fa ther was un der stand ing
and sym pa thetic, though his mother first ex pe -
ri enced grief over what had hap pened.  Soon his 
whole fam ily, how ever, re ceived as sur ance.”



I Will Not Go Out Free
God’s ways seem like par a doxes to the hu man mind. He

says, To live, you must die. To find your life, you must lose
it. To be come strong, you must first become weak. 

One of the great est par a doxes of all is this – TO BE
TRULY FREE YOU MUST BECOME BOUND. To gain
the great est lib erty in God one must give up all rights and be -
come a life long bond ser vant to the Lord Je sus Christ. There
is a glo ri ous love-slav ery that leads to the high est form of
free dom and lib erty.  It is a vol un tary sur ren der born out of
love and af fec tion, caus ing one to con sider ser vi tude even
greater than son ship.  In a time when God’s peo ple are so ob -
sessed with claiming their rights, so taken with the Lord’s
bless ings, benefits, and prom ises – it would profit us all to
al low the Holy Spirit to open our eyes to a place in God be -
yond any thing we’ve yet dis cov ered.  I will show you that it
is in per fect di vine or der to re ceive all the good things from
the hand of God – and that no child of the Lord should feel
guilty about the bless ings and ben e fits poured upon him. 

The pur pose of this mes sage is to ex pand your spir i tual
mind to com pre hend some thing better than bless ings and
pros per ity.  Some thing far more re ward ing than heal ing of
the body and all the other man i fold ben e fits He daily loads
us with. Some thing better than free dom it self.

A BONDSERVANT IS THE HIGHEST 
CALLING OF GOD IN CHRIST JESUS! 

A bond ser vant is one who has en tered a sac ra ment of
ser vice with his mas ter. It is beau ti fully out lined in Ex o dus
21, verses 2 through 6. 

“If thou buy a He brew ser vant, six years he shall serve:
and in the sev enth he shall go out free for noth ing. If he
come in by him self, he shall go out by him self: if he were
mar ried, then his wife shall go out with him. If his mas ter
have given him a wife, and she have borne him sons or
daugh ters, the wife and her chil dren shall be her mas ter’s,
and he shall go out by him self. 

“And if the ser vant shall plainly say, I love my mas ter,
my wife, and my chil dren; I will not go out free: Then his
mas ter shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring
him to the door, or unto the door post; and his mas ter shall
bore his ear through with an aul; and he shall serve him for -
ever.”  

This is much more than a pic ture of God’s hu mane con -
cern for slaves and ser vants. In type and shadow it clearly
por trays the bond ser vant of the Lord Je sus Christ. 

Christ is the Mas ter in this ac count, and we are the ser -
vants whose free dom has been pur chased. The Cross is
God’s sab bath, the year of re lease for all pris on ers, captives,

slaves, and servants. We who were sold un der the Law have
been set free by grace. 

WE ARE TALKING ABOUT FREEDOM

“…He shall go out free for noth ing…” (v. 2). A He brew
could be sold into slav ery on two ac counts: pov erty or
crime. If a thief was found break ing in, he had to make full
res ti tu tion for all losses. If he could not pay, he be came the
chat tel of the vic tim for six years to work off the debt. “He
shall be sold for his theft.” (Ex. 22:3). …

Praise God for ever! We who were once ser vants to sin,
un der bond age to the law of sin and death, have been pur -
chased by the blood of the Lamb of God. Whom the Son sets 
free – is free in deed. We are free to “go out for noth ing” –
mean ing, with no strings at tached. Free to go forth with out
guilt or fear, to do what ever our hands find to do – hope fully
in con sul ta tion with the Mas ter.  

The mas ter was to re lease the ser vant with out re grets.
“It shall not seem hard to thee, when thou sendest him away
from thee; for he hath been worth a dou ble hired ser vant to
thee...” (Deut. 15:18). 

The eman ci pated ser vant was not to leave empty-
handed. “And when thou sendest him out free from thee,
thou shalt not let him go away empty” (Deut. 15:13).  He
was to be fur nished lib er ally with all his hands could carry,
out of the flock, the gra nary, and the wine press. It was meant 
to be a stake sufficient to begin a new life. 

THERE IS A KIND OF SERVANT WHO WILL NOT
GO OUT FREE. HE CHOOSES BONDSERVICE AS

HIS WAY TO SOMETHING GREATER THAN
FREEDOM.

“And if the ser vant shall plainly say, I love my mas ter,
my wife, and my chil dren; I will not go out free...” (v. 5). To
this ser vant there is no di lemma, no choice. His de ci sion was 
never in doubt. His mas ter was his whole world; he was
bound to him with an eter nal bond of love. He could not pos -
si bly leave his mas ter or his house. 

Like Paul, this ser vant con sid ered all else as ‘dung’, that 
he might win the mas ter. He was the kind who would be
will ing to be ac cursed if oth ers could thereby come to know
the love of his lord. His life re volved around his love for the
mas ter. 

This ser vant val ued in ti macy with his mas ter more than
any earthly bless ing. Who cared for flocks, for corn, or for
wine and oil – when you could have end less com mu nion and 
fel low ship with the mas ter? His heart over flowed with af -
fec tion for him – it was home, it was heaven, just to be with
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him where he was. He made it very plain: “I love my mas ter
…I will not go out free.” 

Can you see this bond ser vant stand ing by as the mas ter
be stows gifts and ben e fits on all the ser vants who were go -
ing out free? His heart re joices, yet grieves.  He is thinking
to him self, “Don’t they know this is the best life, serving the
mas ter in to tal yieldedness? How can they be satisfied to run 
their own lives, to sim ply re ceive his ben e fits and be sat is -
fied with life on a lower plane, liv ing on a lesser level of in ti -
macy with the mas ter?”  Do they not know that
bond ser vants “shall be abun dantly sat is fied with the fat ness
of his house, and that he shall make them drink of the river
of his plea sures. For with him is the foun tain of life, and in
his light shall one dis cover light and life...” (Ps. 36:8,9). 

What this ser vant is say ing to us is sim ply this – Christ
is enough! He is say ing, There is noth ing in this world
worth los ing the sense of His pres ence. All the wealth and
pros per ity of the en tire earth is not to be com pared to a sin -
gle day spent with Him. The plea sures at His right hand far
ex ceed any ec stasy known to man. To know Him, to be with
Him where He is, seated to gether in heav enly places – is
more than life it self. To serve Him, to be led by Him, to
come and go as He alone com mands – that is life on the
high est plane. 

Would you re mind me you are a son, and not a ser vant?
Then I would kindly re mind you that Je sus, a Son who
“thought it not rob bery to be equal with God, made himself
of no rep u ta tion, and took on the form of a ser vant, and was
made in the like ness of man...” (Phil. 2:5-7). He could have
come as a pow er ful Prince of the Al mighty, tram pling ev ery
foe – yet Christ chose to come as a bond- ser vant, fully com -
mit ted to His Fa ther’s in ter ests.  Paul said, “For though I be
free from all men, yet have I made my self a ser vant unto
all...” (1 Cor. 9:19). We also read, “Si mon Pe ter, a ser vant;
Jude, the ser vant of God; James, ser vant of Christ.”  All
were sons who took on the form of a ser vant.  

Je sus as a bond ser vant to His heav enly Fa ther would say 
noth ing, do noth ing, with out di rec tion from above.  He said,
“My meat is to do the will of him who sent me, and to fin ish
his work” (John 4:34). He said, “I do noth ing of my self …I do
al ways those things that please him…” (John 8:28,29). 

This ded i cated bond ser vant be lieved he had one mis -
sion in life, and that was to serve his mas ter. He was not in it
for an in her i tance, even though it is writ ten, “A wise ser vant
shall rule over a son that causeth shame …and shall have
part of the in her i tance among the breth ren...” (Prov. 17:2).
From morn ing to night, ev ery wak ing hour was given in
will ing ser vi tude to his mas ter. Love made it easy to obey.
He was not driven by guilt or a sense of ob li ga tion – he was
mo ti vated by love only.  No won der Je sus could say, “If you
love me, you will obey me.” 

Be loved, it is not that the bond ser vant be lit tles the mas-

ter’s ben e fits, nor that he de spises his rights.  It is sim ply that 
he is so af fec tion ate to ward his mas ter he is ful filled, need -
ing noth ing more. He draws from that in ti macy all the rich -
ness and full ness to sat isfy his deep est needs. It is his
re la tion ship to the mas ter that gives mean ing to his life. He
can say, “My mas ter is enough. His house is home to me. My 
se cu rity, my fam ily’s se cu rity, is in the hand of the one I love 
and trust. I com mit my all to him.” 

THE BONDSERVANT WHO REFUSED TO GO OUT 
FREE GAVE HIMSELF AS A LIVING SACRIFICE

TO HIS MASTER

He stood be fore wit nesses and had his ear pierced to his
mas ter’s door post as a pub lic sac ra ment of ser vice. “Then
his mas ter shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also
bring him to the door, or unto the door post; and his mas ter
shall bore his ear through with an aul; and he shall serve him
for ever” (Ex. 21:6). 

The He brew word for “judges” is elohim, or “God’s
representative”.  I see this as the Holy Spirit who seals our
com mit ments to the Lord Je sus. 

What a beau ti ful pic ture of love. Many have gone out
free, hav ing left their mas ter’s full-time ser vice.  But here
stands one up against the door post, not even whim per ing as
the mas ter drills a hole in his ear, into the wooden post.  His
glow ing eyes are fixed on his mas ter, his heart wells with
hu mil ity that the mas ter would per mit him to stay and be -
come his life long ser vant. This was no light sacrament – it
was a life time com mit ment. 

What must have been the re sponse of the mas ter?  What
love is this, that a ser vant would be will ing to give his very
life for the one he loved?  He could say with Christ, “No one
forces me, I lay down my life will ingly.” And sup pose that
bond ser vant was one of his own sons?  What love must the
mas ter have felt from such a com mit ment? 

Da vid, the psalm ist, said, “Mine ear hast thou digged.”
In other words, “There is a hole in my ear that marks me for
the Lord, for life and eter nity.” 

HAVE YOU ALLOWED THE HOLY SPIRIT TO
DIG IN YOUR EAR?   DO YOU WANT A PIERCED

EAR?

There is noth ing mys ti cal about this way of liv ing. It is
worked out prac ti cally in our ev ery day life. It be gins with a
com mit ment to give the Lord THE BEST OF OUR TIME!
This is what marked the bond ser vant – he pledged him self to 
giv ing wholly of his time in ser vice to his mas ter.  This is not 
to sug gest we should all quit jobs and ca reers to en ter
full-time min is try. Too many now a days are getting out of
God’s will, leav ing the re spon si bil i ties of rais ing a fam ily
and pull ing up roots to ‘go out by faith’.  Most are go ing out
pre sump tu ously.  The greater thing is to stay put and give the 
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Lord more qual ity time where you are. It is a mat ter of putt -
ing Christ at the cen ter of ev ery thing, so that fam ily, job, and 
all things re volve around Him. Christ be comes the fo cus of
our thoughts.  It means that time is found to be of ten and
long in His pres ence, hear ing His voice, obey ing His com -
mands. 

The bond ser vant is more a giv ing, rather than a tak ing
soul. With Paul he can say, “I have de ter mined to know
noth ing among us save Christ and Him cru ci fied.”  This ser -
vant is not in ter ested in serv ing for re ward or per sonal gain.
His wages are the glory and honor he be stows on his Mas ter. 

There is no need to seek out some deep and mys te ri ous
mean ing in the pierced ear, or in the pro cess it self. All we
need to see in it is that a true bond ser vant who is committed
to life long ser vice is marked by the Lord in some spe cial
way. You can’t miss him – he bears in his body the marks of
his Mas ter.

What marks the bond ser vant in this day and age? It is
clearly re vealed in the Word, and is un mis tak able.  It is the
mark of a bro ken, con trite spirit that sighs and weeps over
the abom i na tions done against his Lord.  It is the mark of the
red dened eye that is grieved that the honor of the Mas ter has
been tram pled in the sanc tu ary. Our Mas ter does not drill the 
ear with an aul, but rather breaks the heart with His ham mer.
“…And he called to the man clothed with linen, which had
the writer’s inkhorn by his side; And the Lord said unto him, 
Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Je ru sa -
lem, and set a mark upon the fore heads of the men that sigh
and that cry for all the abom i na tions that be done in the
midst thereof.” (Ezek. 9:3,4) 

An other mark on this bond servant is a cir cum ci sion
made with out hands. This speaks of to tal sep a ra tion from
the world and unto Christ. It means that all self-made plans,
schemes, and dreams are aban doned, and the concerns and
bur dens of the Lord be come su preme. 

Have you seen any such ser vants – those marked by a
sep a rated life, given com pletely to the glory of Christ, who
weep and sigh be cause of the cold ness, the dead ness, the un -
con cern of those who once were His ser vants?  You can be
sure that kind of ser vant has found some thing in God be -
yond free dom – he has dis cov ered su per nal joy and peace in
the Holy Ghost.  

Do you yearn to be come the bond ser vant of our Lord 
Je sus Christ?  Does your heart tell you that there is some -
thing glo ri ous and lib er at ing if you could just go deeper in
Christ?  Do you de sire to spend more time in His pres ence
and His ser vice?  Do you sigh and grieve over the shal -
lowness and light ness you see in the lives of Chris tians all
about you?  Are you sick of the loose mor als, the grow ing
ap a thy among God’s peo ple?  

Do you dare step out and say, “Let me be one who is
fully given to the Lord! Let me not con demn the free dom of

oth ers, but let me be the Lord’s bondslave! Let me be so
filled with Him – so re flec tive of who He is – that when all is
crum bling in the world, peo ple may see one who stands un -
shake able be cause of in ti macy with Him.”

I have just be gun to dis cover the glory of such a life. I
am con vinced that the great est joy a hu man soul can find is
in to tal yieldedness to the Lord ship of Christ. We need not
worry about how this com mit ment works out in us in prac ti -
cal ways. It is His part to tell us what to do, how and when to
do it. Our part is to sim ply love Him, stay with Him, and of -
fer our bod ies to Him as liv ing sac ri fices for now and eter -
nity.  He will re spond to that kind of love. He will give us of
Him self – He will guide us even through death. 

I see a rem nant aris ing – made up of com mit ted bond-
ser vants who share a grow ing af fec tion for the Lord Je sus
Christ. They are not mys tics or fa nat ics – they are sim ply so
ab sorbed in lov ing and serv ing the Lord, the things of this
world lose their charm.  They refuse to “go out free” be cause 
they have tasted of the glory known only by those who lean
on the Mas ter’s bosom. 

They re fuse to “go out free” be cause they have discov -
ered some thing so far be yond free dom – and that is As cen -
sion Life in heav enly Zion. They have heard their Mas ter
say, 

“Gather my saints to gether unto me; those that have
made a cov e nant with me by sac ri fice… And the heav ens
shall de clare his righ teous ness...” (Ps. 50:5,6)  How true!  The 
Lord will re veal His ho li ness to all who have gath ered to
Him to be His bond ser vants. 

Best of all, it is in the Mas ter’s house, in His pres ence,
that the bond ser vant dis cov ers beauty, glo ri ous guid ance,
and rock foun da tions. 

“One thing have I de sired of the Lord, that will I
seek af ter; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord
all the days of my life,’ to be hold the beauty of the
Lord, and to en quire in his tem ple. For in the time of 
trou ble he shall hide me in his pa vil ion: in the se cret 
of his ta ber na cle shall he hide me; he shall set me
upon a rock” (Ps. 27:4,5). …

David Wilkerson
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Preach Ear nestly

Preach ers must preach God’s Word ear -
nestly be cause, “those words are not

likely to thaw the hear ers’ hearts that
freeze be tween the speak er’s lips.”

Mat thew Henry



From Our Fellowship Circle

B & A Snohomish, WA
Thank you for a great up date ev ery time. We read it from
cover to cover.

GN Owatonna, MN
Thank you for a great mag a zine. Ev ery page is full of good
read ing. I wish I could give more.

RP Tuc son, AZ 
A gift of….. given in mem ory of my lov ing Wife. Keep up
the good work.

D & B Eau Claire, WI
Thanks for the sound Bib li cal teach ing. It is very much
needed to day.

MN McCallsburg, IA
I’m en clos ing a check for…  I en joy read ing the Morn ing
Glory Mag a zine and I read it from page to page. What a
bless ing to re ally read the truth. God Bless.

D & A Faribault, MN
Thanks for a great min is try.

From the desk of Pas tor … WA
The ar ti cle “Why Does A Lov ing God Al low Bad Things To
Hap pen?” in the June is sue of the Morn ing Glory is one of
the best I have read on this topic. I am sav ing it for fu ture ref -
er ence.

En closed is a gift to help with the ex penses of pub lish -
ing the Morn ing Glory. 

7

What a Day That Will Be!

“And God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes.” (Rev. 21:4)

A City with out tears – God wipes them all away
up yon der. This is a time of weep ing, but by and by
there will be a time when God shall call us where
there will be no tears. A City with out pain, a City
with out sor rows, with out sick ness, with out death …

Think of a place where temp ta tions can not come.
Think of a place where we shall be free from sin
…and where the righ teous shall reign for ever. Think
of a City built with out hands, where the build ings do
not grow old with time, a City whose in hab it ants are
num bered by no cen sus ex cept the book of life …

Think of a City where no horses with their nod -
ding plumes creep slowly with their sad bur dens to
the cem e tery; a City with out griefs or graves, with out
sins or sor rows, with out mar riages or mourn ing,
with out births or buri als; a City which glo ries in hav -
ing Je sus for its King, an gels for its guards, and
whose cit i zens are saints. 

– Dwight L. Moody

What a Day that will be,

When my Je sus I shall see,

When I gaze upon His face, 

The One Who saved me by His
grace;

When He takes me by the hand,

And leads me through the Prom ised 
Land,

What a day, glo ri ous day, that will
be!

Jim Hill

The dan ger of spir i tual temp ta tions is that they

do not look like temp ta tions.  They do not look ugly,

ab surd, wrong; they look pleas ant, rea son able, right. 

The devil trans forms him self into an an gel of light.  If

so, then he is cer tainly far more dan ger ous than if he

came as an an gel of dark ness and hor ror.  Our worst

temp ta tions some times look so ex actly like what is

good and no ble and use ful and re li gious, that we mis -

take the evil for the good and play with it till it stings

us, and we find out too late that the wages of sin is

death.
C. Kingsley
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Ed i to rial 
RES

THE CONQUEST OF SATAN 
“He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the be gin ning. For this pur pose the

Son of God was man i fested, that He might de stroy the works of the devil.” (1 John 3:8)

The word con quest means ‘the act or pro cess of con -
quer ing’. AS you know, a born again child of God has
‘three en e mies’ which are very real and ac tive in this sin -
ful world. YES, we are in a ‘spir i tual bat tle’ and the devil
is out to kill you! The in di vid ual(s) who prom ise an ‘easy
road’ for a child of God is ac tu ally show ing their ‘ig no -
rance’ of the Word of God!  Mark it:  the devil is out to
kill you and noth ing less! Thus the ‘spir i tual bat tle’ is not 
a scrim mage or a re hearsal but a BATTLE unto ‘ev er last -
ing life’ or eter nal dam na tion in hell!

Lu ci fer (the devil) is a fallen an gel, who at one time
was among the great est and most in tel li gent of ALL the
‘an gels’. He was a leader in the an gelic world. 

Now, Lu ci fer is a ‘cre ated be ing’ (along with all other
an gels); thus he can be at only one place at one time; BUT
he has a host of fallen an gels who are in al le giance to him! 
They obey his com mand! 

Even though Sa tan is a cre ated be ing, we are NO
MATCH to him in our own strength and/or re sources.
JESUS not only left Heaven, to be come our ‘per fect Sac -
ri fice’; but be came flesh and blood (In car na tion) to de -
stroy Sa tan and his works. IF you do not be lieve in
“Sa tan” you do not be lieve in God ei ther be cause God
tells us def i nitely that there is a devil.  Evidently then, you 
do not be lieve in God’s Word, be cause it re peat edly states
this is TRUE.  Fur ther more you ob vi ously don’t be lieve
in Christ be cause He was tempted by Sa tan, He talked to
him and He did mor tal com bat with him at the CROSS.
In deed, to deny the re al ity of Sa tan is to chal lenge, ul ti -
mately, the very es sence of the Chris tian faith.

Who is Sa tan? Where did he come from? He is an an -
gel – an an gel who sinned. Be fore he sinned his name was
Lu ci fer and among the might i est, the most beau ti ful and
we no tice that sin of PRIDE.

It captivated him. You see “I” right in the cen ter of
P R I D E and in Isa iah 14:12-15 we see what just a
‘thought’ can do to an in di vid ual and he men tions five
times in this short pas sage of God’s eter nal WORD “I
WILL”!

The Bi ble tells us CHRIST came to de stroy Sa tan - as
well as Sa tan’s works. “For this pur pose the Son of God
was man i fested, that HE might de stroy the works of the
devil”. First, de stroy his works and ul ti mately de stroy

him. The term de stroy in this pas sage does n’t mean “to
an ni hi late” ”but rather to ren der in ef fec tual”- to ren der
Sa tan’s works im po tent. Now the word ‘man i fest’ means
“clear ap par ent to the sight or un der stand ing;” ob vi ous; a
man i fest hoax: show plainly; make clear or ob vi ous.

NOW, Sa tan has many dis guises. He is an im i ta tor,
coun ter feit, LIAR, de ceiver, roar ing lion, wolf in sheep’s
cloth ing an an gel of light (The name “Lu ci fer” means
“light-bearer”), to name some of his char ac ter is tics. We
are not to be ‘ig no rant’ of his de vices - II Co rin thi ans
2:11. “For such are false apos tles, de ceit ful work ers,
trans form ing them selves into apos tles of Christ. And
no won der! For Sa tan him self trans forms him self into
an an gel of light. There fore, it is no great thing if his min -
is ters also trans form them selves into min is ters of righ -
teous ness, whose end will be ac cord ing to their works.”
II Co rin thi ans 11:13-15.

Sa tan also knows that ‘time’ is run ning out for him
and, so seem ingly, he is work ing over time and the bat tle
be comes even more in tense be cause Sa tan is out to kill
you and I (es pe cially Spir i tu ally)!  WE dare not flirt with
or make light of SIN, for each time we make light of SIN
we are grad u ally hard en ing our hearts! Rev e la tion
12:7-10.

But GOD has gra ciously pro vided ALL that we
NEED to be ‘overcomers’ in this Spir i tual Bat tle!

Ephe sians 6:10-20, Colossians 2:9-10. Christ pro -
vided for US His Power at the Cross, a tai lored-made Ar -
mor, His Word, His Blood, and our tes ti mony to be
vic to ri ous!  At the ‘cross’ there is power so we’re set free
from the power of sin. There fore, we can pray - with con -
fi dence and ex pec ta tion, that we not be led into temp ta -
tion and that we be de liv ered from the evil one. Mat thew
6:13, 1 John 1:7-10. Yes, his (Lucfier’s) de cep tion is so
very great, and no tice what God says in Mat thew
24:22-24. YET God says: Be thou faith ful unto death and
I will give you the crown of LIFE! Greater is HE who is in 
you than he that is in the world - pro vided you are in
Christ Je sus! 

REMEMBER: Sa tan (SIN) will take you fur ther
than you want to go and keep you lon ger than you want to
stay and charge you more than you want to pay. Romans
6:23. 



WHOSE CHURCH?
By James M. Hite, Pal myra, Pa.

This writ ing came as a re sult of read ing “Who Stole My
Church” by Gordon Mac Don ald, published by Thomas Nel -
son, Inc. It is a fic tion book based on his many years in var i -
ous pas to ral ex pe ri ences.

The em pha sis of the book is the need for chang ing tra di -
tional wor ship prac tices. It does con tain some “meat” but, in
our hum ble opin ion, you have to “pick out the bones” to get
to the “meat.”

He cor rectly em pha sizes that it is Christ’s Church and
not ours. Acts 20:28 clearly teaches, “Take heed there fore
unto your selves and to all the flock, over which the Holy
Ghost had made you overseers, to feed the church of God,
which he (Christ) hath pur chased with his own blood.”

The one change he ad vo cates, which is of ten the start ing 
point of get ting rid of tra di tion, is ca sual dress for the lead er -
ship and con gre ga tion. We are not per son ally im pressed
with the wear ing of robes by clergy or the wear ing of the
cler i cal col lar, es pe cially the “ro man col lar.” But if it is
Christ’s church then we should show proper re spect when
wor ship ping. We re al ize that to day’s so ci ety does not even
dress for mal for such things as fu ner als and wed dings many
times. But that brings us to the crux of the prob lem, “what is
the ‘world’?” The Bible does make a distinction.

A change he em pha sizes strongly in the book is tra di -
tional mu sic. He ad vo cates get ting rid of hym nals and show -
ing the words on a screen. Of course the songs are
con tem po rary mu sic in place of tra di tional hymns. The tra -
di tional means of ac com pa ni ment are re placed with gui tars,
drums and other mod ern mu si cal in stru ments. In de fense of
his po si tion he uses the old ar gu ment that change is noth ing
new. He points out cor rectly that at one time only the Psalms
were sung in wor ship. He also rightly states that when our
tra di tional mu sic was first in tro duced it was strongly op -
posed by many. He wrongly states that it was “bar room mu -
sic.” The fact is that it was “folk mu sic” that was used by
ev ery one at that time. He also rightly states that at one time
mu si cal in stru ments were not used in church wor ship. He
does not men tion that rock and roll (which con tem po rary
mu sic is of ten com bined with and is a “sec ond cousin” to)
was orig i nally sex ual term. (Also, ‘rock mu sic’ ba si cally
came out of the late six ties and early sev en ties as a re sult of
‘re bel lion’ – Ed i tor). He also fails to point out that much of
to day’s mu sic be gan in pa gan lands which held to idol wor -
ship. My daugh ter who will be (was) 43 on April 11th and
has two teen age sons made the re mark that what both ers her

about con tem po rary mu sic is that it is all about “me” and not 
about Christ. She at tends a dif fer ent church than I do and
they have both con tem po rary and tra di tional ser vices. She
also made the in ter est ing state ment that in her church many
of the young peo ple (she is the youth ad vi sor) pre fer the tra -
di tional service because they want to hear something
different in church than what they listen to all week long. 

A third sub ject in the book deals with body pierc ing. He
rightly ob serves that many “look down their nose” at any one 
who en ters the church with body pierc ing in stead of giv ing
them a hearty wel come. While he never ac tu ally con dones
this prac tice, nei ther does he state that it is wrong for a
Chris tian to do this. This prac tice also co mes from pa gan
wor ship pers and is con demned by the Bi ble. We re cently
read in a news pa per ar ti cle of a woman who had prob lems at
a se cu rity check at an air port be cause she had pierc ing in an
area that would be il le gal to ex pose in pub lic. Why she had it 
there is be yond us. She also had one in her bel ly but ton
which passed, ac cord ing to the ar ti cle. She was going to sue
the airport for harassment.

This brings us to the sub ject of a wrong at ti tude about
change, which we al ready touched on. He makes the vil lain
of the book a man who re fuses to go along with any changes
at all. As it turns out this in di vid ual also emo tion ally mis -
treated his wife. There is a right and wrong way to chal lenge
change. We had to con fess to our lead er ship, be cause of con -
vic tion of the Holy Spirit, not church lead er ship, that we had 
a bit ter spirit to wards our youth who were chal leng ing tra di -
tion. While we have a new re spect for our youth we have not
changed our mind about the changes.

What does please Christ in wor ship is a dif fi cult sub ject. 
We have re spect for many who wor ship far dif fer ent than we 
do. There is a dif fer ence be tween be ing ec u men i cal and lov -
ing the breth ren (and sis ters). …There is also a dif fer ence
be tween lov ing and re spect ing fel low Chris tians and say ing
dif fer ences do not mat ter, and we are warned about false
teachers entering in.

The “bot tom line” is that Christ, who is our Ad vo cate,
will also judge His Church.
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The Divine Measure 
By Wilbur E. Nel son

I am sure you’ve heard the story of the lit tle boy who
came to his mother one day and said, “Mother, did you know
that I am six feet tall?” When his mother ques tioned his state -
ment, he as sured her that he had mea sured him self by his own
lit tle ruler. His mother asked to see the mea sur ing stick and
found that he had used a lit tle min ia ture ruler that had come in 
one of his play sets. In stead of be ing a foot rule, it was only
six inches long.

The an ec dote makes me think of Scrip ture in II Co rin thi -
ans 10, verses 12 and 13, where the (God in spired) Apos tle
Paul says, “We dare not com pare our selves with some that
com mend them selves; but they mea sur ing them selves by
them selves, and com par ing them selves among them selves,
are not wise. But we will mea sure ac cord ing to the mea sure of 
the rule which God hath dis trib uted to us, a mea sure to reach
even unto you.”

In these verses we have two kinds of mea sures - the hu -
man and the di vine. We all know that a mea sure is an adopted
stan dard or rule and is a very im por tant el e ment in our lives. A 
half-inch off of a mer chant’s yard stick, a cup short in a gal lon
can, a penny short in the dol lar, a foot off the builder’s tape
line would soon throw the en tire busi ness struc ture into end -
less con fu sion and soon there would be no cer tain foun da tion
or prem ise upon which to carry hu man re la tion ships. 

We are given to un der stand here that there are two kinds
of hu man mea sures. The one is when we mea sure our selves
by our selves. The other is when we com pare our selves among 
our selves. One seeks to mea sure up to one’s own ide als, as pi -
ra tions and am bi tions, while the other mea sures one per son
against an other. Nei ther of these rules is wise, says the text,
be cause they both fall short of God’s di vine rule in the stan -
dard of Chris tian liv ing. 

Many peo ple seek to con sole them selves and sat isfy their
con science by say ing that they live up to what they be lieve is
right and mea sure them selves by their own opin ions or the
lim ited light and knowl edge of truth that they pos sess. They
are mea sur ing them selves by them selves. But they will find
that they have fallen far short of God’s di vine mark and their
self-made mea sur ing rule will not qual ify them for the pres -
ence of a holy God.

There are oth ers who have es tab lished for them selves a
mea sur ing rule of some past ex pe ri ence - some mem ory of a
bless ing they once en joyed. There are thou sands of sin cere
peo ple try ing to hold onto their ex pe ri ence, or get it back
again, in stead of re al iz ing that God is able to do ex ceed ing
abun dantly above all that we ask or think.

Other peo ple use the rule of com par ing them selves with
other Chris tians. How prone some are to set some one who

claims the grace of God and to judge his own life by what he
sees in that other per son’s life. This is a most deadly and dan -
ger ous thing to do. Scrip ture gives us to un der stand that we
are never to look to oth ers. We are never to judge our selves by 
what we see in oth ers lives, only God’s mea sures are to be
trusted.

If you bought a ton of coal, you would ex pect it to be
weighed ac cord ing to six teen ounces to the pound. That is a
rule of stan dard weight. If you pur chased a yard of goods, you 
would ex pect it to be mea sured ac cord ing to thirty-six inches
to the yard. If you get ten gal lons of gas o line, you ex pect it to
be mea sured ac cord ing to four to the gal lon, here in Amer ica,
at least. That is the stan dard mea sure, as these lines are writ -
ten, and we face with mis giv ings the change to the met ric sys -
tem.

God’s mea sures are also ac cord ing to the pre scribed stan -
dards re vealed in His Word. For in stance, in 1 John 5:14: “If
we ask any thing ac cord ing to His will, He heareth us.” In the
eighth chap ter of Romans, verse 27, the Scrip ture says, “The
Spirit maketh in ter ces sion for the saints, ac cord ing to the will
of God.” Here is the very foun da tion upon which God builds
His plans and pur poses for ev ery one of His chil dren. No
prayer or de sire can reach to at tain to a higher stan dard than
this, the will of God.  Herein lies ev ery thing that makes for the 
high est and best good of ev ery man, woman and child –
God’s will.

Each of us should ask him self, “Am I ap ply ing this di vine 
rule of mea sure ment to my daily walk with the Lord? Am I
fully sub mit ting my self to my Fa ther’s will? Am I walk ing
worthy of him, to all pleas ing, be ing fruit ful in ev ery good
work and in creas ing in the knowl edge of God? If we thus de -
ter mine to walk in the light, the Scrip ture tells us in He brews
13:21 that God will make us per fect in ev ery good work to do
His will, work ing in us that which is well-pleas ing in His
sight through Je sus Christ.

Think also of God’s mea sure, “ac cord ing to His Word.”
The tra di tions of the church, the in ter pre ta tions of the pul pit,
the opin ions of men, the creed, the rit ual, the re li gious ob ser -
vances of the church, are not to be your mea sure or rule. The
Word of God is. Can you say from the depths of your heart, as
Mary did when the an gel ap peared unto her and told her she
was to bear a son, “Be it unto me ac cord ing to Thy Word”?
Each of us must make this the mea sur ing rule of life and con -
duct, rather than seek ing to rest upon feel ings, signs, moods,
man i fes ta tions or cir cum stances. God’s un chang ing Word
shall stand for ever and upon that eter nal rock we can af ford to
rest our souls and our eter nal des tiny. 

The Grace Broadcaster, Sept./Oct., 1978
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable

McDonalds

Now we learn that Mc Don ald’s spon sors train ing for
ho mo sex u als on how to pro mote their agenda among cor po -
ra tions from the in side. Out & Equal Work place Ad vo cates
is a na tional or ga ni za tion de voted to the les bian, gay, bi sex -
ual and transgender (LGBT) com mu nity in the work place.
One of its pri mary pur poses is to train em ploy ees how to ag -
gres sively pro mote ho mo sex u al ity within the com pany they
work for, all the way to the cor po rate board room. Part of last
year’s Out & Equal sum mit in Wash ing ton, DC, (spon sored
by Mc Don ald’s) was an or ga nized march into con gres sio nal
of fices de mand ing same-sex mar riage laws be passed.

American Family Association Action Alert 8/13/08

Canada Politician’s Wife Says Abortion
Protests a Domestic Terrorism Threat

The wife of a prom i nent pro-abor tion Ca na dian pol i ti -
cian made a con tro ver sial re mark dur ing a pre sen ta tion at
the On tario-based Flem ing Col lege. Janine Krieber, wife of
lib eral leader MP Stephane Dion, said abor tion (pro test)
would be come the next do mes tic ter ror ism. Af ter an
hour-long dis cus sion of ac tual ter ror ism, Krieber an swered
a ques tion about the heated de bate over so cial is sues like
abor tion. She said that if Can ada is ever em broiled in an -
other na tional de bate over abor tion, it could lead to acts of
ter ror ism – an im pli ca tion that pro-life advocates might
engage in violence.

“The prob lem I see, for the mo ment, com ing next is that
we bring back abor tion dis cus sions into so ci ety. We had
prob lems be fore, and if we bring that back too se verely, it
will bring con flict,” Krieber said, ac cord ing to the
Peterborough Ex am iner. “When we fore cast ter ror ism we
have to look at what are the con tro ver sial top ics in a so ci -
ety,” Krieber added.  She later told the Ex am iner news pa per
that her com ment was a re sponse to a pro-abortion protest.

LifeNews.com 

Ed i tor’s Note: Scare tac tics are a fa vor ite ploy of the lib eral
crowd. 

Planned Parenthood Billion-Dollar
Abortion Racket Rips Off American
Taxpayers

While most com pa nies have started to feel the squeeze
of our sag ging econ omy, busi ness has never been better for

Planned Par ent hood. Al though the or ga ni za tion could n’t be
more con tro ver sial, its prof its have never been higher, ac -
cord ing to the group’s just-re leased 2006-07 an nual re port.
For the first time in his tory, Planned Par ent hood has sur -
passed the $1 bil lion mark, a mile stone made pos si ble by the 
gov ern ment’s hefty $336 million investment. 

De spite the rash of bad pub lic ity, Planned par ent hood
was en trusted with a $31.4 mil lion raise in tax payer funds - a 
10.8 per cent in crease in the non profit’s gov ern ment rev e -
nue. Add ing to the fi nan cial wind fall, Planned Par ent hood’s
clin ics per formed an ex tra 24,707 abor tions in 2006, six
times the num ber of ca su al ties from the en tire Iraq war. All
to gether, its abor tion mills put 289,650 un born ba bies to
death in the year 2006 alone …

While the pub lic is in creas ingly skep ti cal of Planned
Par ent hood’s op er a tion, it has yet to put a dent in the or ga ni -
za tion’s bot tom line…  The ma jor ity of Amer i cans would n’t 
in vest in a com pany that con spires in sex ual crimes against
chil dren, ac cepts ra cially mo ti vated do na tions, pro motes
por nog ra phy to kids, de votes mil lions to the elec tion of
pro-abor tion lead ers, and uses un san i tary equip ment to treat
pa tients. Un for tu nately, through Ti tle X and Medicaid, the
fed eral gov ern ment is forc ing taxpayers to do just that. 

Family Research Council

Accommodating Islam’s Sharia Demands
Sets the Stage for Child Marriages in USA

In the Is lamic coun try of Ye men, over 50 per cent of all
mar ried “women” are age 14 or youn ger – in clud ing those
who have been mar ried for sev eral years. Girls as young as
six and seven are mar ried to men in their 30s, 40s, and 50s.
Which leads Joel Rich ard son, ed i tor of the pro voc a tive new
book Why We Left Is lam: For mer Mus lims Speak Out (WND 
Books, ISBN 9780979267109, April 29), to ask, “In light of
the re cent Cal i for nia court rul ing and the FLDS le gal fi asco
in Texas, is the time com ing when we in the U.S. will be
forced to tol er ate child brides and multiple wives?”

The 23 for mer Mus lims who con trib uted to Why We Left 
Is lam: For mer Mus lims speak Out are ex plicit about the
dan gers that such in cre men tal sur ren der of our mor als and
be liefs, called “soft sharia,” pres ents. In fact, sev eral of the
book’s con tri bu tors left Is lam to es cape just these sorts of
marriages.

Notes Rich ard son: “In this coun try the life styles of
pro-po lyg amy groups like the FLDS have been seen as un -
ac cept able, even bi zarre; the mar riage of young girls to
older men is con sid ered a form of child abuse. And yet that
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is the norm in Is lamic coun tries.”
The for mer Mus lims whose har row ing sto ries are fea -

tured in Why We Left Is lam ask: Are Amer i cans pre pared to
go all out to pro tect their cul ture from such mor ally bank rupt 
be liefs, or will we sit back and let ac tiv ist judges over turn
thou sands of years of tra di tion? 

TimBuelere.com

Luxembourg Legalizes Euthanasia

World Con gress of Fam i lies Global Co or di na tor, Larry
Jacobs, ex pressed “shock and dis may” over (the) vote (Feb -
ru ary 19) to le gal ize eu tha na sia and as sisted sui cide in Lux -
em bourg. Eu tha na sia is cur rently le gal only in the
Neth er lands and Belgium. 

“Eu rope is quickly slip ping into a new Dark Age, in the
words of Winston Chur chill, ‘made more sin is ter, and per -
haps more pro tracted, by the lights of per verted sci ence,’ ”
Jacobs ob served.

The Lux em bourg par lia ment voted 30 to 28 to all
so-called con sen sual eu tha na sia, over the ob jec tions of
Prime Min is ter Jean Claude Juncker and his Chris tian So cial 
Party.

Pro po nents are in the pro cess of es tab lish ing “guide -
lines” for eu tha na sia in Lux em bourg. While news sources
have re ported that the law would ap ply to the ter mi nally ill,
Alex Schadenberg of the Eu tha na sia Pre ven tion Co ali tion
says the bill would also al low in di vid u als with “grave and
in cur able” con di tions to be euthanized. 

Ob vi ously, a per son can have a con di tion that’s “grave
and in cur able” but not life-threat en ing.

“Eu tha na sia pro po nents al ways as sure us that the act
will be vol un tary,” Jacobs ob served. “But the devil is in the
de tails. Fre quently, if a pa tient is un able to in di cate con sent,
this life-or-death de ci sion is made for them by a rel a tive or a
phy si cian.” 

Christian Newswire

The Shack

QUESTION: I’m con fused by a book that is very pop u -
lar among my cir cle of Chris tian friends. It’s ti tled The
Shack, and al though it is en dorsed by some lead ing evan gel -
i cals, I was freaked out by it and could n’t ac tu ally fin ish it. I
don’t un der stand how any one thinks he can put God, Je sus,
and the Holy Spirit in a fic tional sit u a tion and then have
them speak the words out of his own imag i na tion. Is n’t this
dead wrong? 

RESPONSE: Yes. It’s also blas phemy. Here is a def i ni -
tion of that word from Noah Web ster’s 1828 Amer i can Dic -
tio nary of the Eng lish Lan guage: “[It] is an in jury of fered to

God, by de ny ing that which is due and be long ing to Him, or
at trib ut ing to Him that which is not [true to] His na ture.” The 
Shack’s au thor, Wil liam P. Young, con jures up God the Fa -
ther as a hip-talk ing, now-and-then crude black woman re -
ferred to as “Papa,” Je sus as a some times in ept good ol’ boy
en am ored with His hu man ity and cre ation, and the Holy
Spirit as a wisp of a woman from Asia, who gar dens and col -
lects tears. Should n’t that be enough to turn off or of fend
those who pro fess to truly know the God of the Bi ble? Ev i -
dently not. Chris tians have pushed sales of The Shack to be -
yond one mil lion cop ies at this writ ing. 

Idol a try is an other ma jor abom i na tion of the book.
Young man u fac tures out of his own imag i na tion an im age of 
God and the Holy Spirit. That is con demned (Ex o dus 20:4)
by God for un der stand able rea sons. Any at tempt by fi nite,
fallen man even to hint at a ma te rial im age of De ity would
re sult in an ab so lutely false rep re sen ta tion, let alone an of -
fen sive car i ca ture of Al mighty God. Fur ther more, these two
Per sons of the Trin ity are Spir its, who never ap pear in phys i -
cal form, cer tainly not as fe males (nor in drag, which the
Scrip tures con demn!), nor are they ever re ferred to as fe -
male. 

The Shack is clearly the work of a false prophet. The
sense in which we’re us ing the word “prophet” here is not
that of de clar ing forth com ing events but rather speak ing
forth the words of God (2 Pe ter I :20,21). The di a logue Young
has cre ated for his fic tional God the Fa ther, Je sus, and the
Holy Spirit is he ret i cal and a def a ma tion against the char ac -
ter of the Per sons of the God head. For ex am ple, Papa de -
clares to the cen tral fig ure, “Well, Mac ken zie, don’t just
stand there gawkin’ with your mouth open like your pants
are full.” Je sus, who can’t seem to re strain his gig gles and
chuck les, af ter re ceiv ing a kiss from Papa and lov ing “her”
earth i ness, de clares, “She’s a riot.” “Mack’s”in ter ac tion
with his “trin ity” is part-time fun fest, part-time in ner heal -
ing meth od ol o gies and ca thar ses, and part-time God ex -
plain ing Him self (which He left out of the Bi ble!), and all of
it in ter min gled with hugs, kisses, and other dis plays that re -
veal them to be so much like us. 

The au dac ity of any one putt ing his own words in the
mouth of God, Je sus, or the Holy Spirit (un der the guise of
fic tion or not) is be neath con tempt. In cred i bly, that has n’t
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Woe unto you who call evil good, and good evil…therefore.
as the fire devours the stubble, and the flame consumes the
chaff, so their root will be rottenness, and their blossom will 

ascend like dust; because they have rejected the law of the
Lord of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy one of

Israel. (Isa. 5:20,24)



de terred con ser va tive evan gel i cal leader Gale Erwin, char is -
matic leader James Ryle, Emerg ing Church writer Jim
Palmer, and evan gel i cal ce leb rity Mi chael W. Smith from
en dors ing The Shack, and many Chris tians can’t seem to get
enough of its “make me feel better about my self and God”
talk. 

Cult ists have writ ten vol umes claim ing to speak for
God; now we have it in the church! Ravi Zach a rias wrote
three sup pos edly apol o getic books not too long ago fea tur -
ing Je sus in con ver sa tion with Bud dha, Os car Wilde, and
Con fu cius. Eu gene Pe ter son, whose The Mes sage Bi ble ma -
jored in sub sti tut ing his own words for God’s, is the fea tured 
en dorser of The Shack (“This book has the po ten tial to do for 
our gen er a tion what John Bun yan’s Pil grim s Prog ress did
for his. It’s that good!”). No, “this book” is one more in stru -
ment of Sa tan’s grand scheme to un der mine the Word of
God for this gen er a tion, the ba sis of which be gan in the Gar -
den of Eden with his se duc tive words to Eve: “Yea, hath
God said. ..?” 

Space pre vents me from fur ther ex pos ing the ram pant
her e sies, psychobabble, and the per va sive den i gra tion of
God, His Word, and His church through out The Shack. But
then, if what has been pre sented above is n’t rea son enough
to re ject the book, or an ap peal to be a Berean, it’s un likely
that a few more pages of in put will be ei ther con vinc ing or
con vict ing, es pe cially for the many who claim their lives
have been for ever changed by this work of antibiblical fic -
tion. 

Taken from The Berean Call, August 2008

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

ANOTHER WAY OPEN
A work man had trou ble with his eyes. He went to see a

doc tor who said, “There are two cat a racts grow ing over your 
eyes, and your only hope of re cov ery is to go to a spe cial ist. I 
would ad vise you to go to one at once – take plenty of
money with you, be cause the fee will be heavy.”

The man had twenty pounds in the bank, which he had
been sav ing for a “rainy day.” That day had come. He drew it 
out and went to see the spe cial ist. Af ter ex am in ing his eyes,
the spe cial ist re marked, “I am not sure that you can pay the
fee. I never ac cept less than one hun dred guin eas.” “Then I
must go blind and re main so, for I only have twenty
pounds,” re plied the man. But the doc tor said, “You can not
come up to my terms, and I can not come down to yours - but
there is an other way open to us – I can per form the op er a tion
for no fee, and that is what I am willing to do.”

So fallen (sin ful) man can not come up to the con di tions
laid down for him in the Di vine Law, nei ther is the best that
man has to of fer ac cept able. But there was an other way

open. God found a way through the Lord Je sus Christ to pay
the pen alty of man’s sin and give him the free gift of sal va -
tion through faith in His Son. 

Selected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

NO NAME LIKE HIS 
There is no name like His. It is more in spir ing than

Caesar’s, more mu si cal than Bee tho ven’s, more pa tient than
Lin coln’s. The name of Je sus throbs with all life, weeps
with all pa thos, groans with all pains, stoops with all love.
Its breath is laden with perfume.

Who like Je sus can pity a home less or phan? Who like
Je sus can wel come a prod i gal back home? Who like Je sus
can il lu mi nate a cem e tery plowed with graves? Who like Je -
sus can make a queen out of a lost woman of the street? Who
like Je sus can catch the ears of hu man sor row in His bowl?
Who like Je sus can kiss away our sorrow?

I strug gle for a met a phor with which to ex press Je sus.
He is not like the burst ing forth of an or ches tra; that is too
loud and it may be out of tune. He is not like the sea when
lashed into a rage by a storm; that is too bois ter ous. He is not
like a moun tain wreathed in light ning, can o pied with snow;
that is too sol i tary and re mote. He is the Lily of the Val ley,
the Rose of Sharon, a gale of spices from heaven. 

Evangelist Billy Sunday

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

If It Lies Low Enough
An ir ri ga tion ex pert was talk ing to a farmer about one of 

his fields.
“There’s noth ing you can do about that,” the farmer

said. “That field is bar ren and will pro duce noth ing.”
“I can make that field richly fruit ful,” the other re plied,

“if it only lies low enough.”
Like the flow of life-giv ing wa ter, the bless ing of God

co mes only to those who “lie low enough.” God rarely, if
ever, helps those who can help them selves. 

Noth ing in Chris tian ity is a “do-it-your self” job. The
gifts of God are given freely, but they are put only into hands 
ready to re ceive them. 

Selected

Ed i tor’s Note: Granted, here we have some good food for
thought; but re mem ber GOD causes the sun to shine on the
just and the un just, causes the rain to fall on the just and the
un just; BUT “Ev ery good gift and ev ery per fect gift is from
above, and co mes down from the Fa ther of lights, with whom
there is no vari a tion or shadow of turn ing.” (James 1:17.)
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An Urgent Message to
the Churches of America 

from …THE
PERSECUTED

CHURCH IN RUSSIA
“For thirty years we have suf fered in tense per se cu tion,

and now free dom is bring ing an other great harm to our
churches. This dam age is com ing from the Chris tians in
Amer ica who are send ing rock mu sic and evan ge lists ac -
com pa nied by rock bands.

“Our young peo ple do not at tend these meet ings be -
cause we have all com mit ted not to par tic i pate in sec u lar en -
ter tain ment.

“This is a great bur den on our hearts. Many come with
Bi ble in hand and rock mu sic. We are em bar rassed by this
im age of Chris tian ity. We do not know what words to use in
urg ing that this be stopped. We ab hor all Chris tian rock mu -
sic com ing to our coun try.

“Rock mu sic has noth ing in com mon with min is try or
ser vice to God. We are very, very against Chris tian Amer i -
cans bring ing to our coun try this false im age of ‘min is try’ to
God. We need spir i tual bread, please give us true bread, not
false cakes. It is true that rock mu sic at tracts peo ple to the

church, but not to Godly liv ing.
“We were in prison for fif teen years and eleven years for 

Christ’s sake. We were not al lowed to have Chris tian mu sic,
but rock mu sic was used as a weapon against us day and
night to de stroy our souls. We could only re sist with much
prayer and fast ing.

“Now, we have a time of more open ness, and we are no
lon ger taken to prison. How ever, now it is Chris tians from
Amer ica who dam age our souls. We do not al low this mu sic
in our church, but they rent big sta di ums and in fect teen ag -
ers and adults with their rock mu sic.

“We, the lead er ship and con gre ga tions of the Un reg is -
tered Un ion of Churches, the for mer Per se cuted Church,
have made an agree ment to not al low rock mu sic in our
Church. We urge you to join with us and we ad vise you to re -
move rock mu sic from Amer ica, and cer tainly do not bring it 
to our coun try.

“Do not des e crate our teen ag ers with it. Even the un be -
liev ers rec og nize it is un holy mu sic and they can not un der -
stand how Amer i can Chris tians can be so much like the
world. We can give you the con clu sion that af ter Rus sian un -
be liev ers have at tended these rock con certs where Christ’s
Word was preached, the peo ple were very dis ap pointed and
dis il lu sioned with Chris tian ity.

“We call this mu sic from hell. We urge all Amer i cans to
stop giv ing money for the or ga ni za tion of such con certs in
Rus sia. We want only tra di tional Chris tian mu sic in our
churches. This is the unan i mous de ci sion of all our lead ers.”

Peter Peters Vasilij Ryzhuk

Head of the Unregistered Union of Churches Elder,
Unregistered Union of Churches

Moscow, Russia 

Ed i tor’s Note: The tes ti mony you have just read was given
to a large group of Chris tian lead ers on March 30, 1992.
These lead ers rep re sented ninety Chris tian or ga ni za tions.
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NEEDED: MORE LUTHERS!!!!

Ref or ma tion Day co mes and goes. Cel e bra tions
of the day (were there many?) stressed the ec u men i -
cal spirit and civil jus ti fi ca tion. Pushed to the back -
ground was the fig ure of the one who stood firm and
fast for the to tal ity of the Di vine Rev e la tion of the
Word of God, the Holy Scrip tures, which not merely
pointed to but was, is, and ever shall be Je sus the
Christ, that Liv ing Word of God. 

Once more and im per a tively needed are those
who like Lu ther, will stand firm and fast for that in -
spired and inerrant Word and in no way hedge it about 
with sanc ti mo nious and strange in ter pre ta tions. God
said, “The Word will re main,” and that it will! But it
needs to be spo ken in its full ness and truth with clar -
ity, de ter mi na tion and hon esty to a world that is dy ing 
with out it. Com pro mise, twist ing tongues, and
twitch ing ears should not be the or der of the day:
…MORE LUTHERS ARE NEEDED! 

Selected

Man lives in the dark, and even his nu clear flash light
can not pierce it. We not only live in the dark; we get used
to it. There is a slow, sub tle, sin is ter brain wash ing pro -
cess go ing on, and by it we are grad u ally be ing de sen si -
tized to evil. Lit tle by lit tle, sin is made to ap pear less
sin ful un til the light within us be comes dark ness, and
how great is that darkness!

We get used to it, ac cli mated to it. We ac cept, as a
mat ter of course, its art, its lit er a ture, its mu sic, its lan -
guage. We learn to live with it with out an in ner pro test. 

Vance Havner



SENSE VS. SENTIMENT

By Pas tor T. C. Hor ton

THIS IS A SUPERFICIAL AGE when there is grave
dan ger of our los ing our bal ance. We are drift ing from our
moor ings. The Word of God gives us our pre cepts and our
ex am ples. We are taught in the Word that we should love all
men. No man should be be yond the reach of the love of our
hearts, and this love should be man i fested in our re la tion to
him by our lives. But true love never thwarts jus tice. We
should love our chil dren and be will ing to suf fer for them,
but this de mands that we should pun ish them when they are
guilty of vi o la tion of law. Vi o la tion of law de mand righ teous 
pun ish ment. Love is not a sen ti ment. It is a prin ci ple, a prin -
ci ple un chang ing with God, al ways ex em pli fied by Him in
His Word. Pun ish ment should not be in flicted in an ger but in 
tears, though it should be in flicted af ter God’s own pat tern.
God’s love is a prin ci ple shown in His grace, His mercy, His
long suf fer ing. His an ger is shown in His se ver ity. He is an -
gry with the wicked, but it is a righ teous an ger, a holy an ger.
God hates sin and ex em pli fied his ha tred of it by pour ing out 
his wrath on His own Son. But his love is also manifested in
the sacrificial gift of His Son.

Our coun try is suf fer ing in tensely to day by rea son of
lax ity both in the en force ment of law and in the pun ish ment
of law break ers. Jus tice is a joke with the law-vi o la tors. One
ex cuse given for the fail ure to im pose a just sen tence for vi o -
la tion of law is that the halls and pen i ten tia ries are over -
crowded, and it is im pos si ble to ac com mo date the crim i nals. 
If pen al ties were ad e quately ad min is tered, this would put
fear into the hearts of men, and sen ti ment would give place
to com mon sense. Sen ti ment breeds weak, effeminate
characters.

We are charged some times with be ing too se vere in our
ed i to ri als, in our po si tion to ward the en e mies of the truth.
We are told that we should be more lov ing to ward them, that
we should treat them as breth ren. There is much of this that
is purely sen ti ment and leads to a com pro mis ing spirit. We
love all men. We love ban dits, and with this same love we
love the de niers of the truth; but we want to call men by their
proper names. We do not call a man a brother, in the light of
the Word of God, who de nies the de ity and blood sac ri fice of 
our Lord and yet who pre tends to be His dis ci ple and draws
his sal ary from de ceived peo ple. We bid him no God-speed
any more than we would the devil, for we know that he is the 
devil’s in stru ment and the worst kind of a de ceiver, for he
wears the royal robe as the am bas sa dor of Christ while
serving Satan.

Tri fling with truth, smooth ing down sin, con don ing

false preach ing, call ing a Bi ble-ban dit a brother, pussy-foot -
ing with per jured pro fes sors, is purely silly sen ti men tal ism.
It ev i dences a lack of Bi ble sense. Worldly and un godly men 
re spect the man who re proves and re bukes their sin ful ways
be cause they have a con science con cern ing their wrongs.
And these false teach ers have more re spect for those of us
who love the Lord and His Word and who make no com pro -
mise with them but con demn their un holy po si tion. We pro -
pose to ex pose er ror, not to ex cuse er ror, not to ex cuse it. We
will con tinue to love these de struc tive crit ics with a godly
love but will not fail to let the light shine in on their dark and
dan ger ous teach ing. We will pray for them as en e mies of the
truth but will not par tic i pate in their per ni cious teach ing. We 
pre fer to be sen si ble rather than sen ti men tal, to be loyal
rather than trai tors. We can shed real tears over their sin ful
do ings, but we will also seek to tear away the mask be hind
which they hide and let the light of God’s Word il lu mine the
dev il ish soph istry of their teach ing. Those of us who love
the Lord and His un im peach able Word ought to be willing to 
make no compromise with sentimentalism of any kind.

Editorial in 1921:  The King’s Business

Ed i tor’s Note: AMEN!!!!

15

PRAYER FOR OUR NATION

God’s De sire for Godly Lead ers

Se lect ca pa ble men from all the peo ple – men
who fear God, Trustwor thy men who hate dis hon est
gain.” (Ex o dus 18:21)

Awe some God, You are awesome and mighty,
lifting up those who You desire to lift up and putting
down those You desire to put down. You like it when 
Your people come to You with longing for
righteousness and godliness. As our nation looks to
the elections this fall, I ask that You will move
among the people of our country, causing us to
desire righteous, godly leaders. 

May we yearn for godly leaders and, desiring
that, may we VOTE in such a way that we elect at
every level those who will honor and obey Your
Word in godliness and wisdom. Amen.

Selected
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Bi ble Proph ecy Con fer ence
To be held in the Fargo/Moorhead area on Oc to ber 9 - 11,
2008 at the Elim Re ha bil i ta tion & Care Cen ter Cha pel.

Elim Re ha bil i ta tion & Care Cen ter is lo cated at 3534 S
Uni ver sity Dr. (approx. 16 blocks south of Hwy 94 in
Fargo. Pas tor Da vid Barnhart will be the main speaker.
Pas tor Barnhart is the Founder of Abid ing Word Min is -
tries and the Ed i tor of The Vine and the Branches. Lord
will ing, the con fer ence will start on Thurs day eve ning at
7:00 p.m. with a Pi ano Con cert by Mr. Ron Nel son of
Flaxton, ND. Ron will be shar ing his per sonal tes ti mony
along with nu mer ous tra di tional hymns & Gos pel Songs
on the ‘ivory keys’. The con cert will be fol lowed by a Bi -
ble cen tered mes sage with Pas tor Barnhart as the ves sel
(Guest Speaker). 

Thurs day eve - 7:00 p.m. - Pi ano Con cert with Mr. Ron
Nel son — Ser mon by Pas tor Da vid Barnhart

Fri day: 8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time & Hymn Sing

9:00 a.m. - Mes sage by Pas tor Da vid Barnhart 

10-10:30 a.m. –  Cof fee and Re fresh ments

10:30-11:30 a.m. Brief His tory of the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion/Morn ing Glory by the Editor,
Rod Stueland 

11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. - Noon Break (Easy ac cess to lo cal
Res tau rants)

1:30 - Mes sage - Pas tor Barnhart

3:00 - Cof fee and Re fresh ments 

3:30 Tes ti mo nies and Hymn time

4:45. - Eve ning Meal (Easy ac cess to lo cal Res tau rants)

7:00 p.m. - Eve ning Ser vice with Pas tor Da vid Barnhart

Sat ur day: 8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. Prayer Time & Hymn
Sing

9:00 - 10:00 a.m. - Ses sion with Pas tor Barnhart

10:00 - 10:30 a.m. - Cof fee & Re fresh ments

10:30 - 11:30 a.m. - Ses sion with Pas tor Barnhart

11:30 - Noon Break (Easy ac cess to lo cal Res tau rants)

1:30 - 3:00 p.m. - Clos ing Ses sion of the Con fer ence
with Pas tor Da vid Barnhart

IF the Lord is per mit ted to bring many peo ple un der the
hear ing of HIS WORD at this Bi ble Proph ecy Con fer -
ence so that it fills the Elim Cha pel to over flow ing; WE
would than move to St. Paul’s Lu theran Church at 2802
12th St S, Fargo, ND.  Pas tor Da vid Barnhart will also be
Guest Speaker at St Paul’s Lu theran for the Wor ship Ser -
vice on Sunday (Oct. 12th).  Please pray for this Con -
fer ence and try to at tend!!! WELCOME!!!!

Want more in for ma tion? Feel free to call ei ther:
701-364-9208 or 218-287-5586

QUESTION???
Not a com mit ment! - BUT, IF we (HLIF) were to re -

pub lish the very good “Fam ily” de vo tional book by the
ti tle “Al tar Steps” by the late Pas tor R. P. Haakonson,
would you be in ter ested in pur chas ing the same for a
nom i nal fee? Please let us know: thus help ing to give
“us” some sense of di rec tion!!! Thank you for your co op -
er a tion!!!

Up Date
“But this I say, He which soweth spar ingly shall reap 

also spar ingly; and he which soweth boun ti fully, shall
reap also boun ti fully.” II Co rin thi ans 9:6. 

God loveth a cheer ful giver! Thus an abun dance of
SEED needs to be planted; but also in good soil, prop erly 
pre pared soil that is wa tered and cul ti vated. It is no good
sim ply to give money to any one or any cause, any more
than it is good sim ply to throw SEED on a rocky slope or
city street. The ‘chal lenge’ is not only to give, but to give
unto GOD re spon si bly.

July In come for the Morn ing Glory is: $1,140.00

Cost for each is sue of the Morn ing Glory is ap prox i -
mately $2,375. 


